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CARLISLE FOODBANK UPDATE

1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1. This report provides Local Committee with an update on the Carlisle 
Foodbank service and how the support from Carlisle Local Committee 
has been used.

2. STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS

2.1. The items covered by this report support the council to achieve the 
outcomes stated in the Council Plan 2018-2022:
• People in Cumbria are healthy and safe
• Places in Cumbria are well-connected and thriving
• The economy in Cumbria is growing and benefits everyone

The Carlisle Local Committee Area Plan has four main priorities:

• Economic Growth
• Accessibility
• Strong Communities
• Health & Wellbeing

2.2. A separate Equality Impact Assessment is not required for this report 
as it is primarily for information purposes, any equality issues will be 
dealt with at a project level following future recommendations.

3. RECOMMENDATION

3.1. For Carlisle Local Committee to note the report.

4. BACKGROUND

4.1. Carlisle Foodbank works with community groups, voluntary groups and faith 
groups to support people in need across the Carlisle area to access food 
provisions. The Foodbank has had support from Carlisle Local Committee in 



the past including a grant of £3,000 in August 2017 towards ensuring the 
service has a range of supplies. This report provides an update on how this 
funding has been used and some of the key issues faced by the service. 

4.2. Premises: In May 2017 the Foodbank moved from its base at St Nicholas 
Bridge to a temporary home at the Nisi Prius building on English Street. The 
organisation had to move from the previous premises through circumstance 
beyond its control and are extremely grateful for the support provided by 
Cumbria County Council to enable the service to continue in a central 
location. 
However the new building has provided some challenges for the delivery of 
the service, and highlighted some of the benefits of the previous space with 
more information in Appendix A. The organisation continue to look for a 
more permanent solution.

4.3. Surplus Food Waste Project: Part of the Foodbank's development is to use 
surplus food to add to what is provided to people who use the service. 
Surplus food from Supermarkets is used in preparing ready made meals or 
sauces, which are then frozen. This has the benefit of adding to the long life 
supplies; providing ‘home made’ fresh food; and preventing food going to 
landfill. This development has had support from Carlisle Local Committee 
and is currently setting up at Botcherby Community Centre, with the addition 
of providing cooking classes and a possible cafe for local residents. More 
information on this in Appendix A.

4.4. Use of Carlisle Foodbank in 2017: The total number of people fed through 
the Foodbank was over 6,000, which equates to 3296 referrals (Appendix B 
- table 1). These referrals come from a variety of agencies and for a variety 
of reasons, however in 2017 the largest reasons for referral was for ‘budget’, 
followed by a ‘delay in benefits’ (Appendix B - table 2). Table 3 (Appendix B) 
shows the number of food vouchers distributed from 2014 - 2017 and shows 
that there is still a need for this service with an average of 250 people 
receiving vouchers in each year.

5. OPTIONS

5.1. Members are asked to note the report and the activity over the last year 
delivered by Carlisle Foodbank.

6. RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS

6.1. There are no financial implications arising from this report.

7. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

7.1. The recommendation is an item for Local Committee to note.  There are, 
therefore, no direct legal implications.



8. CONCLUSION

8.1. This report updates Carlisle Local Committee on some of the key areas of 
work delivered by Carlisle Foodbank. 

Dawn Roberts
Executive Director – Corporate, Customer and Community Services

May 2018

APPENDICES

Appendix A – Foodbank presentation
Appendix B – Foodbank use data from 2017
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